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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2024 

President:   H. van de Ven 
Vice President:   R. Matthews  
Directors:   N. Batt 

G. Dundas 
D. Nielsen 
T. Mardling 
I. Peppe 

 J. Daymond 
 R. Collins 
 

Acting Company Secretary: Miss Alannah Cusack – from 08/11/2023 
Company Secretary:  Mr Simon Osmond – from 20/05/2024   

 

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS AND DIRECTORS 2025 
 

NOMINATIONS ARE CALLED FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: 
 

PRESIDENT*                - One (1) year term 
VICE PRESIDENT*       - One (1) year term 
3 x DIRECTORS            - Three (3) year term 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of Clause 4.2 of the Schedule to Rule 37.1 of the Club’s Constitution, an election will be held at 
the 2025 Annual General Meeting to fill all Board positions.   
 

Nominations must be in writing, signed by two full members who are eligible to vote at the meeting and must also be signed 
by the nominee.  Nominations open on Monday 14th April 2025 at 10:00am and close on Monday 21st April 2025 at 5:00pm 
and must be lodged with the Secretary. Nomination forms may be obtained from the Secretary or at the Clubhouse. 
 

Retiring Office Bearers and Directors seeking re-election must nominate.  All retiring Office Bearers and Directors are eligible 
to nominate for re-election.   
 

Pursuant to Rule 35.5 (a) of the Constitution, the Board will consist of nine (9) Directors elected in accordance with the 
triennial rule.  
  

Pursuant to Rule 35.5 (b) of the Constitution, at the AGM of the Club – 
(i) The members shall elect to office the number of Directors required to fill the vacancies on the Board; and 
(ii) Forthwith after the election of the Board, the members shall elect to office:  

A President and a Vice President from the nine members of the Board. 
 

* In accordance with Rule 35.5 (b) (ii), after the election of the Board, the members will elect to office a President and 
Vice President from the nine (9) Directors elected under the triennial rule 
 

S. Osmond 
Company Secretary/Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

to be held at the Clubhouse 
Monday 28th April 2025 at 6.00pm 

 

BUSINESS 
 

1) Reading and confirmation of the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on Monday 22nd April 2024. 
2) Submission and adoption of Annual Accounts, Directors Report, Presidents Report and Auditors Report. 
3) Election of Directors and Office Bearers for 2025. 
4) Appointment of Auditor. The Board of Directors recommends the appointment of Johnsons MME as auditors. 
5) Special Business of which due notice has been given: 

That pursuant to the Registered Clubs Act 1976 the members of the Howlong Country Golf Club approve the 
following benefits for elected Board members during the time between the 2025 AGM and the 2026 AGM – 
1. Reasonable finger food and refreshments associated with each Board meeting of the Club. 
2. The reasonable costs of Directors and their partners attending functions on behalf of the Club. 
3. The reasonable costs of Directors attending Clubs NSW general meetings and meetings of other associations 

of which the Club is a member. 
4. The reasonable costs of Directors attending seminars, trade displays, other Clubs and similar events as may 

be determined from time to time. 
5. The reasonable costs of entertaining guests of the Club in the Club.  
6. The reasonable costs of official club functions for the Board and their partners. 

 
 

Members who wish to raise queries or seek information at the Annual General Meeting about any matters appearing in 
the Annual Report must give notice in writing of their queries or requests to the Secretary/ Manager by 5.00pm Monday 
14th April 2025.  This will enable properly researched replies to be prepared for the benefit of all members. 

 

S. Osmond 
Company Secretary/Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2024 

 
 
Let me get these important messages out first. 
 
Sincere Thanks to ALL our Staff, for their efforts during the last 12 months. 
Sincere Thanks to ALL our Volunteers, for their efforts over the last 12 months. 
All of you make an important contribution to our Club, to enable it to be a welcoming and relaxing environment for all who 
come to visit. 
 
To our new GM, Simon Osmond, well done on your first 6 months, you have set the bar very high. Let’s make sure we can 
continue to match or exceed the results achieved in that time, and it is not just financially, it is also about the welcoming 
and smiling faces of staff at the front line of interaction with our customers. 
 
Elected unopposed as your President last April, I am in the fortunate position of reporting very good financial results for the 
23-24 year. This has seen the current Board focus on maximizing the opportunities and laying plans to start the process of 
diversifying our income streams into the future. While poker machines still provide most of our income, the gaming 
industry is continually under threat from many sources. We have seen other major clubs diversifying, and we should do the 
same.  
 
We have been lucky to have 6 of our Board members stay on to provide that knowledge and intellectual property that is so 
important in every Club, but we also gained 3 new Board members whose individual skills have added enormously to the 
capability of our Board, and I look forward to working with all of you into the future. I intend to re-nominate for the Board 
and as President at this AGM. 
 
The previous President highlighted some negativity in our Club in the last Presidents report. While I have seen the same 
thing as well, unfortunately we will never be able to stop it. I am optimistic for the future, and if you elect a Board, let them 
do their job. It is ironic that there are 9 people who have volunteered to be on the Board, they don’t get paid, yet they 
oversee an $8m business and an annual wages bill in excess of $3m. A far cry from the humble beginnings of this Club. So 
please treat them with the respect they deserve, we have many avenues for people to put in suggestions and complaints, 
but let’s keep it civil and respectful.  
 
We recognize the passing of the following members, listed below, and pay our respects to their families and friends. 
 
Vale 

Roy Streeter Betty Gibson Gavin Hallet Marie Donnelly Brian Baker 

Paul Fulford Kathleen Logie Keith Duggan Michael Hannan Patrea Turton 

Scott Tyler Kathleen Farrelly John Coughlan John Simpson  

Pamela Ross Les Pilfoot Tom Johnson Ruth Appleton  

Marie Leahy Bob Watson Arthur Prosser Michael Otin  

James Baker Jason McGrath Barry Donovan Percy Jones  

 
 
Finally, I would like to congratulate all major event winners at our club in Golf, Bowls and Croquet. 
 
I would like to pass on special thanks to Captain Ian (Golf), Brad (Bowls) and Doug (Croquet) for the great work you all do in 
managing your respective sports. Also special thanks to Glenda Hoskin and her team of helpers for looking after the future 
of our Club – Juniors.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Henk van de Ven 
President. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
GENERAL MANAGERS REPORT 2024 

 
The beginning of the 2024 year was full of unknowns and uncertainty for the club. Coming into the year with continuing talk 
of an amalgamation. I can only speak to my time since joining the Club as General Manager in May, previous to that Alannah 
Cusack did a great job to get the club through an AGM and saw new directors appointed to the board. With my appointment 
came change and direction. 
 
The club has seen growth in all departments in 2024, record rounds of golf played, record sales in the bar and a bistro that 
has been brought to life by our head chef Cassandra Henry. All leading to an extremely healthy profit to give us something 
to launch off when planning for the future of the club. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank each and every member, for not only welcoming me as General Manager but 
for the continued support. Without our members support the club wouldn’t be able to exist. 
 
To the Board, firstly, thank you so much for giving me the opportunity and the responsibility of General Manager. Thank you 
for working closely with me and ensuring we make decisions that will shape the club and allow us to plan for the future. 
Decisions like the pro-shop relocation that will help generate income are decisions that need to be planned and executed. 
With plans to create more income streams in the future, creating funds necessary for vital capital expenditure. 
 
To all the staff and volunteers, amazing effort. I cannot be more thankful for having such a wonderful team to assist drive 
this club. I am incredibly grateful to each and every one of you. The success we have as a club is not possible without you. 
Thank you for your support and loyalty, it gives me great confidence that we are growing in the right direction. 
 
2025 shapes to be an exciting and defining year, with renovations commencing in January for the pro-shop. The Board and I 
will continue to ensure the club build on the firm foundations for many years to come. 
 
Simon Osmond 
General Manager 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

MENS GOLF REPORT 2024 
 
Howlong Golf Resort has had a great 2024 with Club and Course upgrades and improvements. The upgraded Practice Range 
was completed and is very well patronized by both members and visitors alike. A new BBQ has been purchased for those 
days when we can assist in feeding those golfers and visitors. 
 
The new golf cart fleet has made more rounds available from each cart meaning more rounds per day are available for hire. 
With the relocation of the Pro shop well underway this will allow more display for clothing and golf accessories as well as 
bench space for staff and the inclusion of self-check in and tee selection. Being a part of the main Clubhouse will also make 
purchase of food a better experience for those who have that urge for appetizers or the like before the game. 
 
A huge thank you must go to Paul Steiner and his proshop staff for all the work they put into ensuring us golfers get booked 
in and on the tee as smoothly as possible as well as providing accessories and equipment when required. 
 
Paul Irvine and his outdoor staff must be commended for their continued effort to ensure that the course is kept at a 
standard that keeps Howlong Golf Resort amongst the best in the Murray region and with adverse weather that has come 
about throughout the year has made course presentation a challenge that Paul has excelled at achieving. 
 
A huge thank you goes to the Men’s golf committee for all the effort during the year and also a special thanks to Wayne 
Hannan for all his work, both within the portfolio, but also with helping myself with event co-ordination. 
 
During the year Howlong Golf Resort has held 3 Charity golf days MND day, LEUK day, and LIFELINE. These days have 
resulted in more than $18000.00 being donated to charities. 
 
A thankyou goes to Cassie and the kitchen staff for their assistance in Charity days and throughout the year 
 
Another Thankyou to the Board for all they are doing to continue to make our course so great. 
 
Major Event Winners for 2024 
 

4BBB Match Play – Scott Jackson & Tom Murphy Mens Foursomes - Henk van de Ven & Alan Willet 

Medal of Medals -  Harvey Lieschke Clubs Championships A Grade - Zac Grubisa 

Silvercolts A grade - Stephen Butterworth Clubs Championships B Grade – Craig Miller 

Silvercolts B Grade - Ian Hawkins Clubs Championships C Grade – Garry Pearce 

Silvercolts C Grade - David Charles Clubs Championships D Grade – Austin Alchin 

Mixed Foursomes - Kieran Macnamara & Jeanette Edwards  

 
A special thanks Goes to Glenda Hoskin, Helen Foster & Wayne Hannan for their tireless work the Junior golf and is proving 
to see some great encouragement for future golfers within the club and further afield  
 
Congratulations to All Event Winners throughout 2024 and we are all looking forward to a great 2025 
 
Ian Kinlyside 
Club Captain  
Chairman Howlong Men’s Golf Committee 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

WOMENS GOLF REPORT 2024 

Women golfers have accomplished a very impressive and remarkable year in participation of Club and Regional golfing 

events. Everyone who has competed in Howlong and the wider community golfing events have performed with enthusiasm 

and great sportsmanship. 

Congratulations to all travellers who have ventured far and wide. It is greatly appreciated by all at Howlong and from the 

visiting Clubs you have visited. 

Congratulations to all winners and participants throughout the year in Tournaments and Championships. 

Congratulations to Glenda Hoskin who had a very successful and rewarding year in every major golfing event throughout 

the Regional areas of RWGA and NEDGA. She won the Howlong Club Champion, RWGA Golf Champion, and The Champion 

of Champions for NEDGA….besides featuring in Bowls and R/up at Howlong’s 27 Hole Tournament. A fantastic 

achievement. 

The major events in the Howlong syllabus have been supported with great numbers participating. Open day 4BBB, RWGA 

and NEDGA Pennant, Monthly Medals, Single Match play, Medal of Medals, Women’s Foursomes VWGA of N.S.W, Club 

Championships Silverspoon, Open Pinehurst, and Handiskins. 

An extremely successful Club Championships (A Multi-Day format 3 Wednesdays and 3 Saturdays) was held in May...with 

54 participants for the event. 

MAJOR EVENT WINNERS FOR 2024 

 

Club Champion -  Glenda Hoskin Weekend Stableford - Robin Stevens 

A Grade Champion - Gail O’Halloran Women’s Foursomes – Jeanette Edwards & Heather Briggs 

B Grade Champion - Amanda Arnot Single Matchplay (Weekday) - Barb Moore 

C Grade Champion - Kathy Maloney Single Matchplay (Weekend) - Kate Kinlyside 

D Grade Champion – Bev Pilfoot Silverspoon (Vicgolf) - Janet Rogers 

Junior Champion - Charlise Walkerden N.S.W Medal (1) (Weekday) - Janet Rogers 

Vets (50 to 69) - Glenda Hoskin N.S.W Medals (2) (Weekday) - Glenda Frichot 

Super Vets (70+) - Gail O’Halloran (Weekend) - Gail Krause 

Putting (Weekday)- Janet Rogers N.S.W Medal (3) (Weekday) - Chris Ballentine 

Putting (Weekend) - Mel Preston Goodwill Plate - Chris Ballentine 

Medal of Medals (Weekday) - Dana Lampitt Eclectic Scratch (Weekday) - Tracy Quinlivan 

Medal of Medals (Weekend) - Barb Moore Eclectic Nett (Weekday) - Glenda Frichot 

Summer Shield (Weekday) - Tracy Quinlivan Eclectic Scratch (Weekend) - Gail Krause 

Summer Shield (Weekend) - Mel Preston Eclectic Nett (Weekend) - Gail Krause 

Weekday Stableford - Angela Lee  



 

 

 

 
 

We held a very successful celebration for the Championship Day (alternating yr.) on Wednesday, with 44 participants 

enjoying coffee, slices and raffles. 

Congratulations to all who participated in these events and of course the WINNERS. 

Thank you to all for your support and enthusiasm in playing golf and having a walk and talk attitude that sure is a great 

recipe for friendship. 

Golfing Buddies….Special thoughts and wishes to our golfing friends and families who have experienced many ups and 

downs this year. We wish the best to you on your road to recovery. 

SPECIAL THANKS. 

...to The Director of Golf (Paul Steiner) and the ProShop crew for your assistance in supporting and organising special golf 

events as well as the day to day events. 

Thanks for helping to achieve quality results for these days. I really appreciate all you do. 

...to the Golf Course Superintendent (Paul Irvine) and the ground staff who have presented a magnificent golf course. 

Positive praising of this course is spoken about often from far and wide destinations. 

...to the courteous, hardworking Alannah, Simon, and Office Staff for your willing, friendly accommodating manner to 

all...especially me. Nothing is too much!! 

...to Cass/catering staff and the Bar staff for their friendly, courteous and ongoing support when busy bees are often 

needed to be on hand. 

...to the great Women’s Committee, who have worked tirelessly and supportively for all women golfers. 

For your interest, friendly assistance and great involvement in all golfing events that has occurred at the Club...thank you 

ever so much. 

Good golfing to all Members and best of luck for 2025. 

Di Tyrell-Miller (Women’s Capt.) 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

BOWLS REPORT 2024 
 
The 2024 Bowls season saw another successful year for our Club. Although May through to September is generally our quieter 
period, we continued running our Social Bowls when weather permitted and commenced our Club Championships. We 
hosted the inter-club ‘Winter Triples’ on a monthly basis which saw around 60 bowlers on the greens In September, our club 
ran and hosted a ‘Murray River Police and Community Charity Day’. This event saw 80 bowlers take to the greens and raised 
$6000 ($2000 better than the event run in 2023) which was donated to the Albury Wodonga Cancer Hospital. This has now 
become an annual event and will be held on the 2nd Sunday in September.  
Pennant: In October 2024, we commenced a 14-week pennant season with the O&M District/ Bowls Victoria. 3 teams were 
entered, 2 into the weekend Pennant and 1 into the midweek Pennant competitions. These competitions will conclude in 
March 2025.  
Achievements:  Our Achievements for the 2024 season were many. Congratulations to everyone who not only won, but 
everyone who took part in them.  
Club Championships 2024: WINNER’S & RUNNER-UP’S  
• Men’s Singles Brad Blanchard – Dave Henry  
• Ladies Singles Lurlene Hanna - Sue Hodge 
• Men’s Pairs Dave Smith / Danny Crump - Brad Blanchard / Wal Delaney  
• Ladies Pairs Helen Blanchard / Lisa Smith – Sharon Henry / Carla Pole  
• Mixed Pairs Dave Smith/Lisa Smith – Pete Anderson / Marianne Bartlett  
• Men’s Minor Singles Scott Mackenzie – Jim Dwyer   
• Ladies Minor Singles Lisa Smith – Helen Blanchard   
• Triples Wal Delaney / Kel Smith / Tony Mariluch – Phil Slater/Scott Mackenzie/Jenny Mariluch  
• Fours John Boyd/Danny Crump/Tony Mariluch/Carla Pole – Dave Smith/Brad Blanchard/Kel Smith/Jenny Mariluch 
• Consistency Singles Wal Delaney - John Boyd   
Social Bowls: 
Our Social bowls played normally on either a Saturday or Sunday has seen consistent numbers playing which is an 
encouraging sign for us as we move into the 2025/26 season and another year in the O&M Pennant Competition. Last, but 
by no means least, a big thank you goes to all our bowlers and Volunteers for their time, commitment and effort throughout 
the year. Without these good men and women in our club it would not be able to function as well as it does. Finally, I would 
like to thank the Match Committee of 2024/2025 for the good work and time that all have put into the running of our club. 
We would not have had the success we did if it wasn’t for these dedicated members. I look forward to working and playing 
bowls with you all throughout the 2025/2026 season and hope it will be another successful year for us.  
 
 
Brad Blanchard  
Bowls Manager  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

CROQUET REPORT 2024 
 
During the past twelve months from December 2023-November 2024 Howlong Croquet has hosted various matches at 
Howlong along with many visitors from other clubs in NSW, Victoria, and South Australia. Visitors included croquet 
members from the Hyde Park Croquet Club in Adelaide, The White Hills Probus Club at Bendigo, Byron Bay Croquet 
Club, the Mildura Croquet Club along with croquet members from Toowoomba. All the visitors availed of the facilities 
of the golf resort including evening meals and lunches.  
 
Howlong also hosted matches on behalf of NEDCA (North Eastern District Croquet Association) and also hosted 
Pennant matches at Howlong. Early in 2024 I established two other tournament matches against the Wagga and 
Wodonga croquet clubs. These matches are being played twice against each club in a calendar year with the matches 
being played over two days with each club hosting one of the matches. At the end of 2024 against Wagga Howlong won 
the first match in April and Wagga in September. Regarding the first match against Wodonga, Howlong was successful 
in November. The second match will be played at Wodonga in 2025. In recognition of these matches two perpetual 
shields were established. 
During the year an inaugural doubles tournament was established after a lot of pre planning at the start of 2024. The 
matches were played at Howlong over two days in October 2024 with forty-two members from other clubs and limited 
members from Howlong. The two-day event proved to be an outstanding success, and I extend my sincere appreciation 
to Rod Bensley as tournament manager for all of the planning for the matches and managing all processes during the 
matches played over the two days. Howlong croquet has also established an inaugural singles tournament in 2025 
which will be played at Howlong. 
During the year many of our members also participated in various social matches held at Howlong and other clubs. It 
was pleasing indeed to see the support from members of other clubs along with Howlong members at all of the 
matches played during the year. I also thank all members who were instrumental in setting up the courts, organising 
morning tea and other facilities and particular thanks to our club Captain Alan Hunter who was instrumental in 
managing all court issues and the general conduct of matches at Howlong. 
Membership 
 
Howlong Croquet at the time of this report has thirty two fully registered members, and seven associate members who 
are currently registered with our parent body Croquet Victoria, the associate members are also current financial 
members of the Howlong Golf Resort. 
 
I extend particular thanks to the Superintendent-Paul Irvine and his staff for the mowing, line marking and 
maintenance of our courts where required. While our courts are probably not the fastest of a few other clubs, they are 
consistent in play with an excellent grass cover. As with all clubs including Howlong we all must learn to adapt our play 
to the facilities presented. 
 
I personally thank all members for their assistance direction and advice to Howlong Croquet regarding the many on-
going tasks that are required on a regular basis. I particularly extend my sincere thanks to my wife Susanne for her 
support to myself and the committee along with her involvement with the NEDCA Sub-Committee. My thanks is also 
extended to Rod Bensley and Susanne Nielsen for their guidance as accredited coaches for their guidance in assisting 
our members regarding croquet play. Sincere thanks to Susan Wearne as Vice Chairman, Bunty Clark as Secretary and 
general committee members, Rod Bensley, Susanne Nielsen, Robin Riches, Pauline Styles, John Durieux and Alan 
Hunter. 
 
I extend my sincere thanks to Simon Osmond as the General Manager and his staff for his support and to the elected 
board in the future planning and further development of the Howlong Golf Resort into the future. I am sure that 
Howlong Croquet can continue to develop new initiatives and to further increase our membership base. Croquet is a 
game for all ages. 
 
Doug Nielsen 
Chairman – Howlong Croquet 
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