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The Chairman declared the meeting open at 6.04pm 

 
The Chairman thanked all Members that were present for attending the meeting including those 
current Life Members in the room. 

 
The Chairman announced formal apologies and called for apologies not already tendered 
 
Apologies: 

Member Bernie Squire Member David Longley 

Member Helen  Foster Member Barb Moore 

Member Bev Pilfoot Member Jeff Moore 

Member Sue Eisenhauer Member Cath Purtell 

Member Fiona Schirmer Member Annie Yates 

Member Mary  McGuiness    

MOTION 1 
 

That the apologies be accepted 
 

Mover: S. van de Ven 
Seconder:  W. Hannan  

 
CARRIED 
 

Vale 
 

The Chairman asked all able Members to rise to their feet to observe 1 minutes silence 
acknowledging all our Members who have passed away within the last financial year, along with 
those Members who have also passed since year end. 
 

1. Minutes 
 

The Chairman advised the minutes of the 2025 AGM have been available for viewing on the Club 
web page and sent out to Members upon their request. 

 
MOTION 2 

 
That the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday, 28th April 2025 be received 
and adopted. 
 
Mover: D. Nielsen  
Seconder: I. Kinlyside 

 
CARRIED 
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2. Annual Accounts, Directors Report, President’s Report and Auditors Report. 

The Chairman informed the Meeting that the Annual Reports and associated statutory reports 
have been circulated in accordance with the Constitution and relevant Acts and invited 
questions from the floor. 

 

3. Election of Directors and Office Bearers for 2026. 

The Chairman introduced and welcomed the Returning Officer Sue Truin to the microphone to ratify 
the nominations for the Board of Directors. S. Truin declared that only three nominations were 
received for the vacant 3 positions who each will hold tenure for three years. Terry Mardling, Doug 
Nielsen and Bernie Squire were formally re introduced to the members as Board of Directors. 
 
Returning Officer, S. Truin advised Members that only one nomination was received for President, 
declaring H. van de Ven as President for the fiscal year.  
 
Returning Officer, S. Truin then advised Members that only one nomination was received for Vice -
President, declaring D. Nielsen as Vice - President for the fiscal year.  

The Chairman thanked S. Truin for her role as Returning Officer. 

 

4. Directors Report 
 

Appointment of Auditors for the next year. 
 

The Chairman advised that the Auditors Johnsons MME would continue as Club Auditors for the 
following year in 2026. 
 
 
MOTION 3 
 
To appoint Johnson’s MME as Club Auditors for fiscal 2026 year 
 
Moved: K. Kinlyside  
Seconder: K. Lowe 
 
CARRIED 
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       Special Business of which due notice has been given: 
 

5a - Directors allowable expenses 

a. That pursuant to the Registered Clubs Act 1976 the members of the Howlong Country Golf 
Club approve the following benefits for elected Board members during the time between the 
2026 AGM and the 2027 AGM 
1. Reasonable finger food and refreshments associated with each Board meeting of the Club 

2. The reasonable costs of Directors and their partners attending functions on behalf of the Club 

3. The reasonable costs of Directors attending Clubs NSW general meetings and meetings of 
other associations of which the Club is a member 

4. The reasonable costs of Directors attending seminars, trade displays, other Clubs and similar 
events as may be determined from time to time 

5. The reasonable costs of entertaining guests of the Club in the Club 

6. The reasonable costs of official club functions for the Board and their partners 
 

Mover: W. Hannan  
Seconder: I. Kinlyside 

 
CARRIED 
 
5. Special Business of which due notice has been given: 
 
5b – Life Membership nomination 
A special resolution has been proposed (moved by Member # 20515 David Gray, and Seconded by 
Member # 26753 Don Crittenden, that Member # 699 Don Eastick, be elected to Life Membership of 
the Club in accordance with clause 13 of the Constitution 
 
Mover: D. Gray 
Seconder: D. Crittenden 
 
CARRIED 
 
5. Special Business of which due notice has been given: 
 
5c – Constitutional Change 
A special resolution has been proposed by the Board; That Rule 27.2 of the Constitution be and is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 27.2 The entrance fees and annual or other subscriptions and 
fees payable by members shall be fixed by the Board in accordance with rule 40 (l), provided that 
the annual subscription payable by any members other than Life members shall not be less than the 
minimum subscription prescribed from time to time pursuant to the Registered Clubs Act. 

 
        H. van de Ven spoke to the Special Resolution advising the Board had made a unanimous decision to  
        withdraw it from the agenda. He discussed that the Board had taken on all feedback received from      
        Members, and as a result have decided to defer the decision to a special General Meeting. 
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General Questions/Comments from the floor 
 
D. Crittenden advised he felt that the Club was lacking a practice chipping area. 
Response: H. van de Ven noted the feedback and advised the Board will look at options when   
time permits. 
 
D. Crittenden queried if there was consideration for future cart pathing. 
Response: H. van de Ven advised there is plans for the future that will be considered. 
 
I. Bumbers queried if there was any provision for the golf buggy’s (located at old Pro-Shop) to be       
relocated closer to the new Pro-Shop? 
Response: H. van de Ven noted the request and will look at future options 
 
S. van de Ven queried why an amendment to the Special Resolution couldn’t be made at the     
AGM? 
Response: H. van de Ven advised an amendment couldn’t be made as Members have to be given 3    
weeks’ written notice of the actual amendment as per the Constitution. 
 
M. McKenzie queried the dress code regulations to enter the Club and what is acceptable?  
Response: H. van de Ven advised times have changed and will be solely up to the Duty Manager in  
charge to determine whether the standard is acceptable or not. H. van de Ven also requested that  
comments from Members to other Members directly regarding their dress code is not acceptable.       
H.  van de Ven also advised it will be something the Board will look at. 
 
P. Anderson commented on fantastic presentation of the course, bowls greens and croquet  
courts but raised his concern on the standard of the tennis court at the Resort. 
Response: T. Mardling spoke to the question and advised that in the next few weeks will look to  
rip it out and source options for its replacement. R. Stevens suggested research be undertaken  
advising she felt given The Howlong Golf Resort is considered as a “Resort” that the Club had to  
have something under guidelines. 
 
S. Wearne raised a safety concern on the cart part adjacent to the deck. She declared she, and  
many others had been subject to a couple of near misses of others due to a terrible blind spot. S.  
Wearne requested potentially some trees be pruned for visibility or alternatively a two way mirror  
installed. 
 
S. Wearne queried the status of installation of toilets at the Practice Facility. 
Response: N. Collins advised he will engaged with plumbers and local builders to obtain quotes  
within the next three weeks. 
 
N. Batt stated that it was a pleasing decision withdraw the Special Resolution Constitutional  
change to allow Members time to consider a new amendment. 
 
J. Blunsden raised his concern regarding the new Pro-Shop door and step, advising it was a  
safety issue that needs to be fixed immediately to alleviate trips and falls. 
 
C. Erickson suggested the grass area located beside motel could be an opportunity to store  
carts in future. 
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J. Rendell queried a point raised at previous members meeting. The question was around the  
status of a cart shed storage facility if it was going ahead and if it was going to be used as an   
investment opportunity? 
Response: H. van de Ven advised that movement was still in the works. 
 
R. Stevens advised her concerns of a recent Facebook post welcoming people to our Club with  
another Club’s photo as the background image  
Response: N Collins to investigate 
 
W. Reitenbach suggested that if there was a storage cart facility built at the Howlong Golf Resort  
for members, that local members wouldn’t be able to register their golf carts with Service NSW. 
Response: J. Daymond advised if the storage cart shed went ahead, the space would only have a 
limited amount of spots available to Members therefore, would mean for Members who are  
unable to house their carts would need a letter from the Club advising there is limited storage  
space as per current process. 
 
H. van de Ven, thanks all Members for their attendance and congratulated D. Eastick on his Life  
Membership achievement. He also congratulated all Directors for their efforts, time and. 
contribution to the Howlong Golf Resort. 
 
Meeting closed at 6.52pm 
 
Results for Incoming Directors for 2026/2027 
 
3 Years 
Directors 
Terry Mardling 
Doug Nielsen 
Bernie Squire 
 
1 Year 
President 
Henk ven de Ven 
 
1 Year 
Vice-President 
Doug Nielsen
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