
 

 

 
 
 

Minutes of the Women’s Golf Annual General Meeting of Howlong Country Golf Club Limited 
ABN 92 001 023 516 

held on Monday 11th May 2026 
 
 
The Chairperson, Mrs Di Tyrell-Miller, declared the meeting open at 6:05pm 
 
The Chairperson thanked all Members present for attending the meeting, including those current 
Life Members in the room. 
 
The Chairperson announced formal apologies and called for apologies not already tendered.  
 
Apologies 

Member Gail  Krause Member Loretta Pargeter 

Member Karen Mills Member Vicki Walsh 

Member Jo Coleman Member Angie Penski 

Member Sue Gibb Member Bernadette Hurley 

Member Viv  Swift Member Antoinette McDonald 

Member Paula Bongetti Member Sue Wood 

Member Angela O’Shaughnessy Member Karie Lowe 

Member Jan Roseby Member Sue  Harris 

Member Lee Lawther Member Helen Embleton 

Member Heather McCallum Member Tracey Quinlivan 

Member Rhonda  Daymond Member Fay Hunt 

Member Fay Barnes    

 
MOTION 1 

 

That the apologies be accepted. 

 
Moved: R. Stevens 
Seconded: H. Sarau 
CARRIED 
 

1. Minutes 
 
The Chair advised the minutes of the 2025 AGM have been available for viewing on the Club web 

page and sent out to Members upon their request  

 

S. van de Ven queried as to why the amendment passed at the annual General Women's Golf 

Meeting held 8th May 2024 was not included in the 2025 minutes.  

S. van de Ven requested that the Minutes of the AGM 2025 be amended to reflect the 

amendment. 



Amendment to 2024 AGM Discussions – Ladies Championships 

K. Mills requested an amendment to the 2024 AGM minutes to more accurately reflect discussions 

regarding the rationale used by the Ladies Committee in determining the format for the 2024 

Championships and whether consideration had been given to the updated format provided by Golf 

Australia earlier that year. 

 

The chair advised that Golf Australia format was considered to be a draft/trial form and the decision 

has been made to proceed with the existing championship format. K. Mills expressed disagreement 

with this interpretation and queried whether the updated guidelines had been referred to the Joint 

Golf committee.  

 

Further discussion occurred from the floor regarding whether the Golf Australia information was 

draft/trial documentation. The chair advised the matter would be referred back to P. Steiner for 

clarification. 

 

Additional comments from the floor requested further information, with K. Mills recommending that 

members review the information issued by Golf Australia directly. 

 

MOTION 2 

 

That the Minutes of the Annual General Women’s Golf Meeting held on Monday 12th May 2025 as 

amended, be received and adopted. 

 

The Chairperson acknowledged this was due to her interpretation of the draft/trial. 

 

Moved: S. van de Ven 

Seconded: A. Arnot 

CARRIED 

 

2. Election of Officer Bearers 

 

The Chairperson introduced Returning Officer - S. Truin to the microphone to ratify the nominations 

for the positions for 2026/2027. S. Truin advised that all positions would be formally elected 

unopposed, and that no ballot was required given limited nominations. 

 

S. Truin announced the new committee; Mel Preston, Fran Anderson, Julie Rendell, Heather Sarau 

and Gail Krause and declared Heather Sarau as Chairperson and Gail Krause as Deputy Chairperson 

for the fiscal year. 

 

S. Truin informed the room that there is one more position available on the committee, however, 

requested that if there was any interest to join, the member will need to submit an expression of 

interest to the committee for their perusal. 

 

H. Sarau took to the Chair and thanked and congratulated the previous committee for all of their 

efforts. She welcomed the new committee and expressed comfort that there will be fresh new ideas 

and collaboration with Women Golfers. H. Sarau suggested in due course an anonymous survey 

would be conducted to ascertain feedback on things that work well, but also things that need 

improvement. H. Sarau encouraged all to participate.  



H. Sarau thanked and welcomed all who were involved in the new Women in Golf program which 

was very successful. She welcomed new members to the Club, and advised all to members to unite 

and keep playing good golf at HGR. 

 

3. Chairpersons Report 

 

The Chairperson advised her report has been available in the Annual Report for viewing.  

D. Tyrell Miller announced she has two special awards to hand out for recent success. 

  

Eagle on Hole 6 – Eve Byatt 

Di Tyrell Miller Award – Hole in one on the 5th (Social Golf) – Gail O’Halloran 

 

4. Golf Directors Report (no report available) 

 

5. General Business 

 

C. Ericson queried as to why 9-hole Women couldn’t get a time on a Wednesday? 

N. Collins advised he would look into it in consultation with P. Steiner 

 

General discussion was had with a suggestion made from R. Stevens that there could be potential to 

allocate the resort times after the ladies. H. Foster agreed and also suggested adding a committed 

time block with 9-holers who could start earlier and fit behind the 18-holers. H. Foster expressed 

that the logic had merit, recommending that after golf there could be a presentation to celebrate 

achievements and would be an opportunity for all women to socialise and unite after their round. 

 

D. Tyrell-Miller queried P. Steiner in what is to be expected for future Wednesday Golf? 

P. Steiner took to the floor and advised that recently a few reports were tabled at all three golf 

committee meetings and it was noted the decline in numbers on Wednesdays. He declared effective 

from 1st June, there will be a one tee start block. 

 

B. Moore queried if there was any chance the Pro-Shop team could move people up on the sheet? 

General discussion was had with P. Steiner to look at options. 

 

G. Hoskin requested to speak through the Chair congratulating Chairperson - D. Tyrell-Miller for her 

years of service to the Howlong Golf Resort. G. Hoskin touched on the work and hours done behind 

the scenes with tournaments, charity days and presentations. G. Hoskin expressed that the time, 

effort and care given has been genuinely appreciated. G. Hoskin wished D. Tyrell-Miller all the best 

and requested applause for her lasting impact. (standing ovation). 

 

C. Ballentine expressed her disappointment despite the Club having a female Captain. She felt that 

D. Tyrell Miller’s contribution was not recognised or celebrated to the extent she deserved. C. 

Ballentine acknowledged the positive work undertaken during D. Tyrell- Miller’s tenure and noted 

the importance of appropriately recognising such achievements within the Club. 

 

On behalf of the Board and Management, HGR would like to sincerely thank D. Tyrell- Miller for her 

incredible 23 years of involved dedicated service to the Women’s Golf Committee.  

 

Closure of Meeting: Meeting closed at 6:31pm. 


